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by Fim Ilcllcm 
- W o P - P S -

An Evening with M r s . Ruth DeLange 

Ah! The p l ea su re of talking to t ru ly dis t inguished 
company! I was sea ted at the Brown ' s Opera House, jus t 
be fo re the opening of the m e l o d r a m a ' s l a s t evening 
p e r f o r m a n c e when who should come and s i t next to me 
but the charming M r s . Ruth DeLange, She was splendidly 
d r e s s e d in an o ld - t ime evening gown complete with 
warm s m i l e s and an 18 y e a r old twinkle in he r eye . 

Mrs , DeLange was born in Gran t , Michigan and moved 
to our community 62 y e a r s ago and is now approaching 
h e r 83rd bir thday. 

"Young m a n , " said she , "you should rea l ly have 
allwed me to pay fo r my own t i c k e t , " She smi led and 
scolded me a l i t t le , " B u t , M a d a m , " I s a i d , " t h e honor 
is t ruly o u r s . Tel l me , do you like see ing the Opera 
House used a g a i n ? " 

" O h yes , I rea l ly think it should cont inue, . . i t is good 
for young and old a l ike , and I r ea l ly hope it will go 
s t rong, . . .but next show I ins i s t on buying my own t i ck-
e t , " 

" N o , no, no, M a d a m . " I told h e r we had drawn up 
a l i s t of Spa r t a ' s most dis t inguished people and had 
placed her at the top. 

At the p lay ' s conclusion, I asked h e r if she had e n -
joyed h e r s e l f . " Y e s , it i s so wonderful to s e e the 
theater opened again, M r s , Brown (the gentlewoman 
for whom this Opera House was built) would be so pfeased 
to s ee it cared f o r . " she again ins is ted that next t ime she 
must be allowed to buy h e r own t icket . I told h e r we would 
" s h u t down the t h e a t e r " be fo re we could allow that , 
" T h e honor is o u r s , " I s a id . 

Western University grods 
Nearly 2,750 d ip lomas were p resen ted at the 1971 

s u m m e r commencement of Wes te rn Michigan Univer -
s i ty held F r iday , August 13, Among those g radua tes 
were the following Sparta s tudents : 
Coleen Armock , 35 P e a r l , daughter of M r . and M r s , 
Edward Armock; Laura Mae Brown, 2207 15 Mile Road; 
Dar re l W. S ta rk , 34 Maple, son of Mr . and M r s , F r ed 
Stark; Steven C, Quay, 105 13 Mile Road, son of Mr , and 
Mrs , LaGene Quay; Linnea Mar ie Hogan, 77 E, Division, 
daughter of Mrs . Jane Hogan; D a r r e l l L, Rot ie r , 38 
Kings Blvd. , son of Mr , and Mrs , Glenn L, Rot ie r S r . , 
Glor ia Ann Schaefe r , 9096 Kenowa Ave, , daughter of 
M r , and M r s , Arnold J . Schae fe r , 

i 

Forty nine years as Sentinel 
Leader correspondent 

FEATURE BY PAT VOGT 

" T h e way I look at i t , I 'm jus t p e r f o r m i n g a s m a l l 
s e r v i c e fo r th is c o m m u n i t y . " 

T h a t ' s how M r s , Lowell Anderson s u m s up h e r occu-
pation a s C l a r k School News co r re sponden t for the 
Sentinel L e a d e r , a respons ib i l i ty she h a s c a r r i e d out 
fo r the las t 49 y e a r s . 

Each week M r s , Anderson spends s e v e r a l hours phon-
ing f r i e n d s and ne ighbors in the a r e a nor thwest of Kent 
Ci ty , then s i t s down to h e r dining room table , and wr i t e s 
out in longhand approximate ly th ree pages of news notes 
of the i r " d o i n g s . " Her column has been a standby in 
the pape r as long as most r e a d e r s can r e m e m b e r . 

" L o w e l l ' s family had wr i t ten the C la rk School News 
fo r many y e a r s , and then when I m a r r i e d him (Feb rua ry 
9, 1922), they told me they thought I should take o v e r . I 've 
been doing it e v e r y s i n c e , " s m i l e s the cheer fu l l i t t le 
mo the r of two and g randmothe r of e ight , 

Chr i s t i na Kr ige r Andeson i s a l i f e t ime res iden t of 
the Kent City a r e a , having been brought up in B a r b e r 
C r e e k Avenue a r e a . It was while s e r v i n g as school 
t e a c h e r of the C la rk School that she met h e r husband, 

" H e was working with a team nea rby , and came down 
to get acqua in t ed , " she r e m e m b e r s . 

They have lived in the spac ious f a rmhouse on F ru i t 
Ridge fo r all of t he i r m a r r i e d l i f e . Her husband i s 
a f a r m e r and f r u i t i n spec to r . 

Being a co r re sponden t f u r a weekly newspaper , ad -
mi t tedly , is not a p rof i tab le occupat ion. But it has 

i t s r e w a r d s . Through he r weekly repor t ing , Mrs , An-
de r son keeps up with the highlights of he r neighbors ' 
l ives , • She has been repor t ing news of f ami l i e s such a s 
the H o l m g r e n s , s t r e a m s , Holbens, Dahls , C l a r k s , Nyblads, 
Cadwel ls , and Johnsons , for nearly half a cen tury . 

She s a y s the communi ty ' s population hasn ' t fluctuated 
much s ince the 1920's, "bu t t he re have been six new 
homes built on 21 Mile Road dur ing the past y e a r . " 

During 49 y e a r s , she says she hasn ' t repor ted much 
" b i g n e w s , " and there haven' t been any big f i r e s in the 
a r e a . Several y e a r s ago she repor ted the closing of Clark 
School which had knit the community together many y e a r s 
ago. 

Most of the news she r e p o r t s concerns d inner gues ts , 
b i r th announcements , and the like , . , the pleasant , if 
unspec tacu la r events of which most of our l ives a r e 
made up. 

The Andersons a r e m e m b e r s of the Mamrelund Lutheran 
Church . They and the i r two ch i ld ren , Osca r Anderson, 
i n su rance agent in Spar ta , and M r s , Rober t B r o t t , Kent 
City, a r e looking fo rward to next sp r ing , when the An-
d e r s o n s plan to ce lebra te the i r 50th wedding ann ive r sa ry . 

The ce lebra t ion will be delayed f rom F e b r u a r y for 
s e v e r a l r ea sons , mainly because the weather is un-
predic table that t ime of yea r , and a l so , the Andersons 
have f r i ends they made on a visi t to Sweden who plan to 
come for the fes t iv i t ies l a t e r . 

M r s , Anderson who admi ts to being 74 y e a r s old, 
hopes to continue as Sentinel Leader cor respondent " f o r 
many m o r e y e a r s , " 

* 
i \ERS 

Foot Savers come in many forms. There 's skate boards, banana peels, a crack 
in the sidewalk inviting you to s tub your toe. . . and a checking account at 
Sparta State Bank. With a checking account f rom Sparta State Bank your 
mailman will do your walking for you. And, at Sparta State Bank your 
checking account is free. . . .free of all service charges when you maintain the 
Happy Balance of $300. Best foo t saver a round. 

MEMBER 
FEDERAL 
RESERVE 
SYSTEM 

Each Depositor Insured 
up to $20,000 by • • • 

i SPARTA S T A T E B A N K 

109 E. DIVISION. SPARTA. MICHIGAN 40345 • PHONF ftrr-u-] 

Your Communi ty Bank 
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L inda Sue Haaksma 

Mr . and Mrs. Paul b a b b i t t 

Lynn Stark and 

Paul Babbitt united 
A candlelight ce remony at the Spar ta F r e e Methodist 

Church was the se t t ing for the m a r r i a g e of Lyn Stark 
and Paul Babbitt . P a r e n t s of the couple a r e Mr . and 
M r s . F red Stark of Spar ta and Mr . and M r s . Kenneth 
Babbitt of Stanwood. 

The b r i d e ' s gown of shantung was accented at the 
emp i r e wais t , heml ine , and on the bell s l e e v e s by l ace . 
A headpiece of pea r l centered da i s i e s s ecu red the chapel 
length vei l . 

M r s . C h a r l e s C a r l s o n , s i s t e r of the b r ide , made the 
gown. 

Candle l ighters were Ju l ie and Keely Schae fe r . Jane t 
De lamate r , Marc ia Babbit t , and Connie C a r p e n t e r a t -
tended the br ide a s maid of honor , b r i de sma id , and 
f lower g i r l . Each ca r r i ed a basket of o range c a r n a -
tions and yellow pompoms to complement the i r light 
orange and white e m p i r e gowns. Attending the groom 
as best man, g r o o m s m a n , and junior g roomsman were 
Robert Babbitt , U a r r e l S ta rk , and G r e g Babbit t , Keith 

Babbitt and Robert C a r p e n t e r u s h e r e d . 
Rev, H. Edwad B a r r e t t was a s s i s t ed by Rev, H.D,V, 

LEGAL NOTICE 
CMC #87939-F FHA #263-
057959-235 
MORTGAGE SALE - Default 
has been made In the 
conditions of a mor tgage 
made by NANCY L, BARBER 
to CITIZENS MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION, a Michigan 
corpora t ion , M o r t g a g e e , d a -

ted September 9, 1970, and 
r eco rded on October 2, 1970 
in Liber 1720, on page 
957 Kent, County R e c o r d s , 
Michigan on which mor tgage 
t h e r e Is c la imed to be due 
at the date hereof the sum 
of Twenty-one thousand two 
hundred s ix ty-seven and 
19/100 Dol lars ($21,267.19), 
Including In teres t at 8-1/2% 
p e r annum. 

Under the power of s a l e 
contained In said mortgage 
and the s tatute in such c a s e 
made and provided, notice Is 
hereby given that said m o r t -
gage will be fo rec losed by 
a sa le of the mortgaged 
p r e m i s e s , o r some par t of 
them, at public vendue, at 
the East door of the Lobby 
of the Hall of j u s t i ce 
Building, Grand Rapids , Mi-
chigan, at 10:00 o 'c lock A. M . , 
on Fr iday , November 26, 
1971. 

Said p r e m i s e s a r e s i tuated 
In the City of Grand Rapids, 
Kent County, Michigan, and 
a r e descr ibed as : 

Lot 16, Woodmere , an Ad-
dition to the City of Grand 
Rapids, Kent County, Mich-
igan, Section 17, Town 7 
North, Range 11 West , a s 
recorded In L iber 45 of 
P l a t s , Page 6. 

The length of the per iod 
of redemption f rom such s a l e 
will be 6 months . 
Dated: August 23. 1971 
CITIZENS MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION 
A Michigan co rpora t ion 
Mortgagee 

LEVIN, LEVIN, GARVETT 
and DILL 
At torneys fo r Mor tgagee 
1250 Penobscot Building 
Det ro i t , Michigan 
482256 
48226 

Linda Sue Haaksma engaged 
Mr. and M r s . John J . Haaksma of Lake Odessa 

announce the engagement of the i r daugh te r . Miss Linda 
Sue Haaksma of Wyoming to J a m e s Alan Brad fo rd of 
Lowell . He Is the son of Mr . J . Norman Bradfo rd of 
Rockford and M r s . Char lo t t e Bradfo rd of Spa r t a . 

The b r i d e g r o o m - e l e c t attended Michigan State Uni-
v e r s i t y , 

An October 16 wedding is planned. 

Fleck In p e r f o r m i n g the double r ing c e r e m o n y . 
Accompanying Jeane t t e R o s s e r who sang " T h e Wed-

ding P r a y e r " and " W h i t h e r Thou G o e s t " was M r s . 
C a r l S c h a e f e r , the o r g a n i s t . 

Following the wedding a recept ion was held a t the 
Spar ta Civic C e n t e r with Mr . and M r s . Rober t C a r -
pen te r and Mr . and M r s . Keith Babbitt a s m a s t e r s 
and m i s t r e s s e s of c e r e m o n i e s . 

Serving w e r e M r s Edward B a r r e t t , M r s . Emory An-
d r u s , M r s . C a r r o l l C a r l s o n , M r s . Donald S c h a e f e r , M r s . 
C h a r l e s C a r l s o n , M r s . Gera ld Simons , and M r s . Lowell 
W e b s t e r . Ass i s t ing were the h o s t e s s M r s . R, C. More l l 
M r s . Edward S h e a r e r , and M r s . LeRoy Powel l . Keeping 
the guest book w e r e Sally C a r p e n t e r and C a r l a C a r l s o n . 
She r r l Ca r l son and Lor i Andrus opened g i f t s . 

M r . and M r s . Babbitt a r e making the i r home in Holt 
followlnE a nor thern Michigan honevmoon. 

Mr. & Mrs. W m . B l o o m , Jr. 

Julie Wagner weds Wm, Bloom, Jr. 
Miss Ju l ie Paul ine Wagner and M r . William F. Bloom 

J r , we re united In m a r r i a g e at eight oclock in the evening, 
July 24, at Mamrelund Lutheran Church . Officiating at 
the ceremony was Rev, Donald Johnson. 

Mr , and M r s . Rober t Wagner of Kent City and Mr, and 
M r s , Will iam Bloom of Spar ta a r e pa ren t s of the couple. 

The b r ide , e sco r t ed by he r f a the r , chose a c repe gown 
with venlse lace and green appliques enhancing the 
sk i r t and bodice of the emp i r e f loor length gown and 
t r a in , A pillbox headpiece with matching accents s e -
cured the elbow length vei l . She c a r r i e d a colonial bou-
quet of yellow and white r o s e s . 

Attending the b r ide as maid of honor was Miss Diane 
Kr ige r wear ing a lemon yellow empi re f loor length gown. 
B r i d e s m a i d s were Mrs , Robert Beh le r , M r s , J e r r y Ruch, 
s i s t e r s of the b r i d e , M r s , Thomas Afton, and Miss J o -
hanna Foxworthy, They wore melon gowns s i m i l a r to 
that of Mis s K r i g e r , Miss Tammle Behler was flower 
gi r l fo r h e r aunt. Miss Debbie Rlech, niece of the br ide , 
and Mas te r Scott Holland, cousin of the groom, were 
min ia tu re b r ide and groom. 

Best man was Jeff Lang, Groomsmen were Marshal l 
Brabo , Robert Klenk J r , , and Richard and Douglas Bloom, 
b r o t h e r s of the groom. 

FJIISJNl E L L ' S 
Back-To-School Ideas I 

"MICR0-9" Portable Cassette Tape Recorder 
Lets y o u tape those i m p o r t a n t lectures, have 
t h e m ready w h e n needed. Operates o n ba t t e r y , U ' mk ^ J 
A C or DC w i t h p u s h b u t t o n con t ro l s . Ca r r y i ng 

iCase, remo te c o n t r o l m i k e , earphone, A C 
l ine c o r d and cassette inc luded . h 

SYMPHONIC 
4-Piece Stereo FM-AM Rodio-Phonograph 

Get the B I G sound in S y m p h o n i c ' s sol id-
state stereo m o d u l e sys tem. . , .great idea f o r 
the co l lege-bound. Inc ludes Stereo F M — A M 

rad io , a u t o m a t i c 4-speed changer, 2 ma tched 
speakers, dust cover . Wa lnu t f in ish . 

$99." 
GRINNELL'S, Uni t 4-C, Eastland Mall, Phone 232-5179. Use Your Grinnell Charge, 

4-Pay Plan (90 days same as cash). Budget Plan, Master Charge or BankAmericard. 

Plainfield Ave. N.E. North Kent Mall Grand Rapids 


