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The N o r t h w e s t Kent Soil C o n -
s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t was o r g a n i z e d in 
1946. The o r ig ina l d i s t r i c t w a s 
c o m p o s e d of s ix townsh ips on the 
n o r t h w e s t s i d e of Ken tCounty ; t h e s e 
w e r e a s fo l lows , Ty rone , S p a r t a , 

Alpine, W a l k e r , P l a i n f i e l d a n d G r a n d 
R a p i d s . In M a r c h of 1950 fou r m o r e 
townsh ips w e r e added . T h e s e w e r e 
P a r i s , Wyoming, B y r o n and G a i n e s . 
T h e h e a r i n g fo r the f o r m a t i o n of 
the d i s t r i c t w a s held in the Alpine 

MX S i t u 

AWAKD WINNERS 
B E R T THOME AND SONS, C o m s t o c k P a r k , Alpine Twp. 

D i s t r i c t c o o p e r a t o r s s i n c e 1952, B e r t and s o n s H a r o l d and M a r k 
h a v e ins t a l l ed over fou r m i l e s of t i le on t h e i r 237 a c r e f a r m . T h e i r 
n e a t and well c a r e d fo r f a r m i s made up of 108 a c r e s of c r o p l a n d and 
h a s 90 a c r e s of o r c h a r d s . 

T h e i r conse rva t ion c r o p ro ta t ion , m i n i m u m t i l lage and o t h e r c o n -
s e r v a t i o n p r a c t i c e s have helped to i n c r e a s e c r o p y ie lds f o r the d a i r y 
h e r d . 

H a r o l d and a ne ighbor d i s t r i c t c o o p e r a t o r w e r e f e a t u r e d in the 
U. S. D. A. Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n Magazine in 1964 in an a r t i c l e on f e s c u e 
o r c h a r d c o v e r . 

WARD S H E P P A R D M e m b e r Nor thwes t SCD B o a r d 

W a r d was e l ec t ed to the Nor thwes t B o a r d at the Annual Mee t ing 
l a s t y e a r , but has been a c o o p e r a t o r of the D i s t r i c t f o r 8 y e a r s . 
He o p e r a t e s a f r u i t and d a i r y f a r m of 400 a c r e s in S p a r t a T o w n s h i p 
Of t h e s e a c r e s 320 a r e owned, and the r e s t r e n t e d . His l i v e s t o c k 
c o n s i s t s of 69 milking cows and 60 head of young s tock . About 30 
a c r e s of the f a r m is In f r u i t . Ward u s e s l oose housing fo r h i s d a i r y 
h e r d and has ins ta l l ed a pond, t i le and 15 a c r e s f ie ld s t r i p s and 15 
a c r e s of contour s t r i p s on h i s f a r m a s ca l l ed f o r by h i s C o n s e r v a t i o n 
F a r m P l a n . Son R i c h a r d w o r k s with W a r d on the f a r m . 

W a r d i s a T r u s t e e of the B a l l a r d C h u r c h of C h r i s t , 
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G r a n g e Hal l on F e b r u a r y 25, 1946. 
T h e r e w e r e 129 v o t e s ca s t , 123 f o r 
the f o r m a t i o n of the d i s t r i c t and 
6 a g a i n s t . T h u s w a s f o r m e d the 
N o r t h w e s t Kent Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n 
D i s t r i c t . E r w i n Klenk, R u s s e l l 
B r a m a n and A r t h u r E d i s o n w e r e 
e l e c t e d a s d i r e c t o r s of the new d i s -
t r i c t and the S t a t e Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n 
C o m m i t t e e appoin ted N o r r i s H e l s e l 
and Lloyd Hil l to c o m p l e t e the b o a r d . 

A m e m o r a n d u m of u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
be tween the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t of 
A g r i c u l t u r e and the Nor thwes t Kent 
Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t w a s 
s igned on S e p t e m b e r 10, 1946 and a 

s u p p l e m e n t a l m e m o r a n d u m of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g w a s s igned on S e p t -
e m b e r 24, 1946. T h e s e w e r e in 
f a c t r e q u e s t s f o r t e c h n i c a l h e l p f r o m 
the Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e of 
the U. S. D. A. Wilbur Ke l logg 
w a s the f i r s t Work Unit C o n s e r v a -
t ion i s t a s s i g n e d to the d i s t r i c t and 
the o f f i c e w a s in S p a r t a . 

The r e a s o n s fo r o rgan i z ing the 
d i s t r i c t w e r e c o n t r o l l i n g of wind 
and w a t e r e r o s i o n , b e t t e r land use , 
' n c r e a s i n g the u s e of l i m e and 
f e r t i l i z e r , u s e of c o v e r c r o p s and 
g r e e n m a n u r e c r o p s , t i le and d i t ch 
d r a i n a g e and sod w a t e r w a y s . Dur ing 
the twenty y e a r s s o m e p r a c t i c e s 
w e r e u s e d m u c h m o r e than o t h e r s . 
F o r e x a m p l e d u r i n g the f i r s t few 
y e a r s con tou r ing of o r c h a r d s w a s 
a much u s e d p r a c t i c e , but, with 
the c o m i n g of l a r g e s p r a y i n g e q -
u i p m e n t and v e r y toxic s p r a y m a -
t e r i a l s th i s h a s been r e p l a c e d to 
a g r e a t e x t e n t by the p r a c t i c e of 
keep ing the o r c h a r d in p e r m a n e n t 
sod . 

O t h e r p r a c t i c e s which took hold 
q u i t e r e a d i l y , w e r e t i l e and d i t ch 
d r a i n a g e , l im ing , c o v e r and g r e e n 
m a n u r e c r o p s , h e d g e r o w plan t ing 
and c o n s e r v a t i o n c ropp ing s y s t e m s . 

T r e e p lan t ing h a s been u s e d in the 
pas t , but i s lo s ing g round the p a s t 
f ew y e a r s . 

S o m e p r a c t i c e s which, in the e y e s 
of the d i r e c t o r s , shou ld be u s e d m o r e 

a r e g r a s s e d waterwaysr, m i n i m u m 
t i l l age on c e r t a i n t ypes of land, 
p a s t u r e and hayland plant ing, s t r i p 
c ropp ing and w a t e r con t ro l s t r u c -
t u r e s . T h e f a r m pond p r o j e c t has 
b e c o m e m o r e popu la r in the l a s t 
f ew y e a r s . 

T h e heavy r a i n s which we have 
r e c e i v e d th i s l a s t fa l l , h a s pointed 
out to c o n s e r v a t i o n minded people 
tha t though we have c o m e a long way 
in twenty y e a r s t h e r e s t i l l is much 
yet to be a c c o m p l i s h e d in the f i e ld 
of w a t e r c o n t r o l . 

h 

FRANK RASCH 
C h a i r m a n of the N o r t h w e s t Kent Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t 

F r a n k , with h i s b r o t h e r , f a r m s 320 a c r e s of land in Alpine T o w n s h i p . 
T h e y have a f r u i t and g e n e r a l f a r m i n g o p e r a t i o n . T h e i r f r u i t c o n s i s t s 
of a p p l e s , p e a c h e s , p r u n e s , c h e r r i e s and s t r a w b e r r i e s . Mos t of t he i r 
f r u i t i s s t o r e d , p a r t l y in CA and p a r t l y In co ld s t o r a g e . 

T h e g e n e r a l f a r m i n g o p e r a t i o n c o n s i s t s of beef feeding, about 100 
s t e e r s a r e n o r m a l l y fed out . T h e s e a r e fol lowed by about 50 hogs . 
About 20 a c r e s of whea t a r e u sua l ly r a i s e d . F r a n k h a s been a d i r e c t o r 
f o r e igh t y e a r s . 

* * * * * 

D o n ' t p e r m i t e ros ion t o r o b y o u r l a n d o f its p r o d u c t i v i t y . F o l l o w 

t h e p r o v e n m e t h o d s o f c o n s e r v a t i o n to check r u n o f f , s top t h e 

d e p l e t i o n o f soi l nu t r i en ts a n d s a f e g u a r d t h e f u t u r e o f y o u r f a r m . 

The t i m e t o s ta r t y o u r c o n s e r v a t i o n p r o g r a m is n o w ! 

O u r l o n g e x p e r i e n c e in h a n d l i n g a l l phases o f f a r m 

f i n a n c i n g assures y o u o f h e l p f u l , c o o p e r a t i v e serv ice. 
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i; n After 20 Years - The Northeast Soil District 

J IM E M E R Y , Soi l C o n s e r v a t i o n T e c h n i c i a n 

J i m w a s t r a n s f e r r e d to K e n t County f r o m B i g R a p i d s in D e c e m b e r 
1952 w h e r e he had w o r k e d f o r SCS for 8 m o n t h s . 

J i m g r a d u a t e d f r o m Big R a p i d s High Schoo l and s e r v e d G y e a r s 
wi th the A r m y . T h r e e y e a r s of t h i s w a s in A f r i c a and I t a ly d u r i n g 
W o r l d W a r 11. A f t e r b e i n g d i s c h a r g e d f r o m the A r m y J i m m a n a g e d 
the f a m i l y f a r m in M e c o s t a Coun ty 4 y e a r s b e f o r e s t a r t i n g wi th SCS. 

J i m l i v e s in R o e k f o r d wi th h i s wife B e v e r l y and 3 of t h e i r 4 c h i l d r e n . 
J u a n i t a , J u l i a n and J i m m y a r e a t t end ing s c h o o l a t R o e k f o r d and a n o t h e r 
d a u g h t e r , . Dawn, i s a f r e s h m a n a t O a k l a n d U n i v e r s i t y at R o c h e s t e r , 
M i c h i g a n . 

T h e a b o v e photo s h o w s J i m about to t a k e off on a d a y s f o l l o w - u p 
w h i c h i s h i s m a j o r w i n t e r du ty . T h i s c o n s i s t s of c a l l i n g on d i s t r i c t 
c o o p e r a t o r s with b a s i c p l a n s and r e v i e w i n g t h e s e p l a n s with the f a r m e r . 

c a n n e r i e s . R o b e r t T . C o l l i e r , a 
San ta C l a r a m a n u f a c t u r e r , d e c i d e d 
t h a t he cou ld u s e t h e m to m a k e 
c h a r c o a l b r i q u e t s . H i s p l a n t now 
c o n v e r t s m o r e than 500 tons of p i t s 
i n to c h a r c o a l d a i l y . 

Peach Pits Used 
An a n s w e r a p p e a r s to h a v e been 

found abou t what to do with 120 
m i l l i o n p o u n d s of peac l i p i t s a c -
c u m m u l a t e d a n n u a l l y by C a l i f o r n i a 

In 1945 a g r o u p of f a r m e r s a r o u n d 
B o s t w i c k L a k e in C a n n o n and G r a t -
t an T o w n s h i p s a s k e d f o r h e l p on 
t h e i r s o i l and w a t e r c o n s e r v a t i o n 
p r o b l e m s . T h i s g r o u p h e l d m e e t i n g s 
wi th F r a n k T r u l l of the Soi l C o n -
s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e and K e a t s Vinn ing 
of the E x t e n s i o n S e r v i c e . T h e y 
m a p p e d t h e i r f a r m s and m a d e p l a n s 
to put c e r t a i n s o i l s a v i n g p r a c t i -
c e s in to e f f e c t . In t he s p r i n g of 
1945 at a m e e t i n g to d i s c u s s t o w n s h i p 
zon ing s o m e of t h o s e p r e s e n t a s k e d 
about f o r m i n g a s o i l c o n s e r v a t i o n 
d i s t r i c t . D u r i n g the w i n t e r of 1945 
- 1946 m e e t i n g s w e r e he ld in e i g h t 
of the ten t o w n s h i p s of the p r o p o s e d 
d i s t r i c t . On F e b r u a r y 25, 1946 the 
S t a t e So i l C o n s e r v a t i o n C o m m i t t e e 
h e l d a h e a r i n g on the f o r m a t i o n 
of a d i s t r i c t a t the B o s t w i c k L a k e 
C h u r c h . S e v e n t y f i v e i n t e r e s t e d 
f a r m e r s w e r e in a t t e n d a n c e and no 
oppos i t i on to f o r m i n g a d i s t r i c t w a s 
e x p r e s s e d . 

T h e r e f e r e n d u m on c r e a t i o n of 
the d i s t r i c t w a s h e l d on M a r c h 
25, 1946. In s e v e n of the ten t o w n -
s h i p s the t o w n s h i p S u p e r v i s o r s a c t -
ed a s p o l l i n g O f f i c i a l s . A to ta l of 
158 v o t e s w e r e c a s t , 151 f o r and 7 
a g a i n s t the c r e a t i o n of the d i s t r i c t . 

John J a k e w a y , Lynn P o s t and 
M e r l e C r a m t o n w e r e e l e c t e d a s 
d i r e c t o r s . T h e S t a t e Soi l C o n s e r -
va t ion C o m m i t t e e a p p o i n t e d C a r l 
H e s s l e r and V i c t o r W e l l e r to c o m -
p l e t e the B o a r d . 

At the f i r s t m e e t i n g of the N o r t h -
e a s t Kent Soi l C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s -
t r i c t B o a r d it w a s d e c i d e d to r e -
q u e s t a s s i s t a n c e f r o m the U. S. So i l 
C o n s e r v a t i o n S e r v i c e . G l e n n C o n -
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LEDG-CO Tile Tote 
N e w a n d m o s t m o d e r n w a y t o t r a n s p o r t a n d 
f eed t h e d r a i n t i le f r o m G r a n d L e d g e C l a y i n t o 
t h e t r e n c h . 

P l a t t e B r o t h e r s , M a r v a n d G e n e , p r o m i n e n t 
C l i n t o n C o u n t y d i t c h i n g c o n t r a c t o r s , d e m o n -
s t r a t e h e r e t h e l a b o r s a v i n g e f f i c i e n c y of t h e s e 
L E D G - C O c a r t s w i t h d i r e c t h y d r a u l i c l i f t . 
( H e l p i n g d e m o n s t r a t e t h e n e w L e d g - C o ' s is 
f a r m e r s a l e s m a n C o r w i n S m a r t . ) 

T h e s e L e d g - C o C a r t s a r e t h e g r e a t e s t b r e a k -
t h r u in l a b o r s a v i n g e q u i p m e n t s ince t h e d i t c h -

i n g m a c h i n e i t se l f . 

G r a n d L e d g e C l a y ' s f ie ld t e s t e d L e d g - C o T i l e 

T o t e c a r t s a r e on h a n d , r e a d y t o go ! 
You o w e it to y o u r s e l f t o see h o w t h e y w o r k . 
( L e t u s s h o w y o u r i g h t a w a y ! O.K.?> 

For Greater Success in Your Soil Conservation Plans 

Specify Our Line of 

C L A Y D R A I N TILE 

Qrand Ledge Clay Product Co. 
Phone NA 7-2104 Area 517 Grand Ledffe, Mich. 48837 
X906 — 60 Y e a r s of T i m e P r o v e n C l a y P r o d u c t s , (iiood f o r a s M a n y M o r e — 196G 

PYLON 
LIQUID PLASTIC COATING 

FOR TILE - LINOLEUM - CEMENT AND WOOD FLOORS 

REPELS SALT, OIL, WATER AND GREASE 

Call or write: 

Chem-Plastic Distributing Co. 
92 N. STATE ST., SPARTA, MiCH. Phone 887-9337 or 887-431 

v e r s e w a s then s e n t by S .C.S . a s 
t he d i s t r i c t s f i r s t W o r k Unit C o n -
s e r v a t i o n i s t . T h i s m e e t i n g w a s 
he ld on May 13, 1040. 

T h e N o r t h e a s t Kent Soi l C o n s e r -
va t ion D i s t r i c t o r i g i n a l l y c o n s i s t e d 
of the t o w n s h i p s of S p e n c e r , N e l s o n , 
Solon, A l g o m a , C o u r t l a n d , O a k f i e l d , 
G r a t t a n , Cannon , V e r g e n n e s and 
Ada . In M a r c h of 1950 the t o w n -
s h i p s of L o w e l l , Bowne , C a l e d o n i a 
and C a s c a d e . 

At the s a m e t i m e al l t h i s w a s 
t ak ing p l a c e in the e a s t s i d e of K e n t 
Coun ty , t he s a m e thing w a s b e i n g 
done in the w e s t s i d e . By 1950 
a l l of Kent C o u n t y was p a r t of 
e i t h e r the N o r t h e a s t o r N o r t h w e s t 
Ken t Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t s . 

When the d i s t r i c t w a s f i r s t o r g a n -
i z e d f a r m e r s w e r e about the on ly 
p e o p l e r e c e i v i n g he lp . T o d a y t h e r e 
a r e u r b a n l and o w n e r s , c l u b s . 

s c h o o l s and b u s i n e s s o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
in addi t ion to f a r m e r s be ing s e r -
ved by the d i s t r i c t . 

djll 
" A u t o m a t e d d a t e m a k e r — 

a s t h e g i r l s go by, se lec t y o u r 
n u m b e r , p r e s s t h e peda l and 
' k a p o w ! ' — " 

M I L T O N WYLIE 

Vice C h a i r m a n of N o r t h w e s t D i s t . 

Mi l ton o p e r a t e s a 200 a c r e f a r m in T y r o n e Townsh ip , of which 
135 a c r e s a r e owned . It i s m a i n l y a d a i r y f a r m with p r e s e n t s t o c k 

c o n s i s t i n g of 25 m i l k i n g c o w s and 20 head of young s t o c k . 
M i l t o n i s a m e m b e r of the W e s t Mich igan H o l s t e i n F r i e s i a n A s s o c i a t i o n 

and of t he Na t iona l A s s o c i a t i o n , and i s a D i r e c t o r of the Kent County 
DHIA. 

In h i s s p a r e t ime , Mi l ton s e l l s and installs d a i r y b a r n e q u i p m e n t , 
( b a r n c l e a n e r s , e t c . ) 

Mi l ton w a s g r a d u a t e d f r o m S p a r t a High Schoo l in 1932. He i s a m e m b e r 
of the M a m r e l u n d L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , a m e m b e r of the F a r m B u r e a u , and i s 
T r e a s u r e r of T y r o n e T o w n s h i p . H e h a s b e e n a D i r e c t o r of the N o r t h w e s t 
D i s t r i c t f o r 8 y e a r s and h a s s e r v e d a s c h a i r m a n of the B o a r d . 

Mi l ton i s m a r r i e d and h a s 3 c h i l d r e n . 

. 
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A t h r i v i n g f a r m . . . or a b a r r e n o n e ? 

M u c h o f t h e a n s w e r d e p e n d s on w h a t 

y o u d o n o w a b o u t soi l conse rva t i on . . . 

w i t h tes ted t echn iques to keep eros ion 

f r o m d r a i n i n g f a r m p r o d u c t i v i t y . 
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