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Peach Ridge Fruit Growers Association

Pioneer Orchardist | ~ - 7Q. D: .- 'Henry Kraft Erected
of Slost Couily ' Organized In 1928: Pioneer Fruit Growers First Modern Froit

s Gt peach orcvard on ; Of The Peach Ridge District: Men Of Vision! cjorage Plant in 14

Coles Able Bloomer farm was six
acres set in 1877. In 1881 a large
‘hard was finished. In 1868 Gil- |
bert Bettes came from Canada and |

n 1890 Heanrv Kraft hoaroht 170

of

|acres of land on the “Ridge™ At
l"n}ﬂ time thore was an almost bar-
bought the farm later operated by ren farm with but an old barn on
nlsg granddaughter and her hus-'l

band, Mr. and Mrs. Avery Ebers |

The first peach orchard on this!
|

the premises. Mr. Kraft, seeing the
cold storage plants were takipeg the
profit the orchardists should have
erected the first storace plant in
the “Peach Ridg« n 1914, Friend

fand buyers warned him that |}

jwas moving a “white elephant™

place was 26 acres set out in 1881
In 1888 he had a bumper crop of |
8,000 bushels. People came from |

jonto his farm. Having faith in his
thought he brushed aside all t)

jeers and oroved to himself and
“doubting Thomases” that he had

{ solved one of the orchardist’ VoL
ries.

In 1633 he Huill a nd stora.e
plant, a duplicate of the o1 na

unit. Orchardists found the Kreft
experiment to be a m

and soon one after anoth {

jrowed suit. Some of the Peach
Ridgers"” wrote to the state collee
for a plan for storage nyg and

they were referred
IMr. Kraft, for an ide

inany storage plants are now dot

a neighbor

| ting the area built ag fir<t designed
and erected by Mr. Kraft

Mr. Kraft enjoyed relating the

FRANK PEASE HENRY KRAFT DAN ARMOCK e Superionool, Ay She

HENRY A. SCHAEFER C. E. GILSON E. FIELD horse and buggy” and early days
v Y, X___ B N 4 o 4 _ e = in getting the gpples to the near-
Y i B G el = — |est rallroad station for shipping

- ~— - | Mr. Kraft was not interested in

e nsplra lon loneers 1""“”1;{ the horses “back on 1tine

‘(.nrm" He said they might be all

GILBERT BETTES

s : = By H. J. KURTZ, Editor (never been done before, it just [to agriculture. They grade, pack it for the kids. but when it
v . in’ » done' | " comes to work the farm there
les f hes. A » The Sentinel-Leader this-week is | ©OUldn’t be done and label their farm products, and | " s e
miles around for peaches. At one| 2 he & | When Henry A. Schaefer first be- | h i is nothing Lke the tractor end in
je . [ renir | ’ y o f sclence . ,
time there were 100 rigs on the | F®i*ased in the form of a souvenir gan apraying his apple trees with a with the aid of science and learning |getting orchard products to the

o w . . o x . - -y > po . [ p— i e scouse 1 -
farm for peaches. In 1889 Charles dition hich commemorates the broom and Frank Pease lined his|2"® establishing new frontiers in | markets there is no excuse for re

agricultural achiovements of the ., ohouse with sawdus?. we are in- | the cultivation of fruit, which to-|Placing the truck
Peach Ridge fruit district and is/, lined to
part of the farm of h.s father and especially dedicated to the pioneer

Harrison (Harry) Bettes bought !
believe that these ad- | day demands the best efforts of [ When his son, Ceorge, was ready
vanced ideas were ridiculed by | men of vision {to marry his father bullt another
To the fruit g the | Mmodern house on the farm, just

M a very few years was raising | orchardists of that area, who pos-
plums, pears, grapes, cherries, pears | sessed the foresight and courage to

| those who viewed their actions owers of

e with considerable suspicion. How- | “Ridge” and the Casnovia Fruit | West of the old family home and
> | il ; isio y « wventually '
and apples ‘ ollow ni vision, which eventually | ... prave souls are never di lelt whose foresight and toll have | 120k his son into the orchard busi
carried 1 n far beyon e fon " e - N im s nl >\
N > | ‘! ried “‘ m far beyond their nd- | mayed hese and other pioneers | brought about such a banner crop | Ness with him and the plas e
est expectationsg cultivat 1 1 . . : < k¢ ,
" "" Alons In ""' ltivation | ¢ .qual faith and courage, con- | this season, the Sentinel-Leader ox- | ¥Nown as Henry Kraft & Son o
» ey - N | e i mnie " ¢
INDIANS ONCE of pea and apple tinued their’ forward march until | presses its gratiiude. These grow chards Ton acre are devoled to
. » g ' AT | 2 v > ” . 1  pp ' peache o1 ey
CONGRECG ATED CN In gathering material concern ng today the abundant crop from | ers deserve credit for aiding in the | M aches and sixty acre L
d '\"‘:\.\ l’\l{“ ;”"" efforts it was not difficult 1o highly « wivated orchard tand prosperity of our county T edr ple orchards. Some ofhe t )
visualize the obstacles they were ! g0 a monument ~f +) the. , ' 1t prod will spread fan also raised on &8 much sy
1 l ! quallty products il e ame
t A [ 1 ! } Son wiiged ) 0 t "wo \ ey S O
On the Martin L. Klenk & Son 7 ilged t urmour § hey were mn and renown of this district through
farm the wonder of the age as §| carrying out new ideas in urchard Tha« N f thesd ne n out the natisn. An abundant eroy
. far as the “"Ridge™ § oncerned ing then unknown by their nelgl tinu to carry on, cor el soid | means security. It means » i <' eurs Ago pp es
I'his land, known by all as the bors and friend There must have ' on the idea of moderr electrical,  ment and a livellhood for n of
Spring Valley Fary 0 1 liad heen SOIMe in t) e day vh " nd ned M \ e and rursa o la " . AN inet . ' w Sh. F
after the spring on the ;~omises | [thought perhaps because it had  electrification in general s an aid ' Leadin . i, e b ere ip rom
i»od by the Indian ng before "
the white men ever st fool on Goodina Corners
Fruit Grower 22 o o o e ing Corner
. . Ut FroOwers ‘ '\ wpirit of desired |
Vi Hanna wih 1 nal 2 " 2 On { the landmar) f I
O " e [arm " ‘ " P . g o~
= wned the farm, had the s i r ri e APPLE TREE, 7% triet, which withstood the ra
; is also in use in the YEARS OLD, DE- : :
bored in thye center i« vl A ' . . a2 p tore bul ng at G j . |
. Wl e e e lll -"'e- H oS Buisding . ' STROYED BY WINDR| .~ " 0 pot of
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THE SENTINEL-LEADFR
Loam. Along with this soil condi-
tion; topography is rolling giving
good soil and air drainage.

Apples and peaches do well on
this land along with grain and cul-
tivated crops. Other areas in Kent
County have peach histories. The
writer can remember as a young-
ster, of peaches coming from Rock-
ford and from Lowell but these
areas are not peach sections any
more,

In the Peach Ridge section as in
other fruit sections of this county
the growers are not only growing
just peaches but we find apples
with the peaches and the apples
planted are in variety of kinds.

Kent County fruit men have al-
ways been pointed for the latest
in spray and cultural practices to
make their products the best. Fruit
meetings are always well attended.
{ They sre always looking for the
[ best practice to make the best |
product.

Built Power Line

In the Peach Ridge section was
held the first extension meeting in]
Michigan to discuss the use of elec- |
tricity in agriculture, This was a!{
Among past and present leaders |and profitahle area Headquarters | the Ballard Corner Church in 1929,

i = = 4 i . s | Al=o in this neighborhood was the
who have had & hand in directing | of the association are at the neigh- first effort by a group of farmers |

the destiny of Peach Ridge Fruit ibnrhood gas station on Fruit Ridge | 15 bulld a rural power line in co-

-
district are the men shown above ]Avo., at the intersection of Ten  operation with the utility and tn-’ Hanest Tlme Sa'es

At the Jeft is the late Otto Klenk, | Mile Road, operated by Mr. Me-|day we dare say there isn't a home
in this area that lsn' served by |
electricity. Jonathan apples never looked |fruit produced in the area moves

» -
v

-
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&
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WILSON DIETRICH
KLENK McKINNEY SCHAEFER

who had given years toward the | Kinne ¥, who still sesves as the sec- [

expansion of this rapidly g:nw‘nxfn\‘ary of the organization, Fruit Ridge is always a favorite | finer, Large in size, good color, |to market at picking time from

r— DR S P L, S LSV ——eee { ATive In blossoin time and in f&f“l’dclk':(,uu flavor and a record- farms which do not have cold °
'an_v.ﬂrne of the year and with the | breaking crop. Shown above, are  storage facilities

FIRST EXTENSION MEETING TO DISCUSS | oroansy o ttus road will find - |Orville Schwartz (left) and his| Buyers find it convenient snd

USE OF ELECIRICITY IN AGRICULTURE The first air oooled storage in |jower & e il i v de- | efficient to deal with one ares be-

« O v - -

WAS HELD AT BALLARDS CORNERS ||this section, and we believe In | (rand masin. i, S e

’ - Mickigan, was built o ihe Henry! ; RS Iareug T .

H-‘ K. K. Vlm"g IKra!Q farm -in Alpi\;.u- "'rw‘nsh‘ile The Peach Ridge area boasts {deal which ends In late June, This

1 |Since then in Kent and neighbor- | '€ World’s most concentrated area |area feature has put this fruit sec-
The past forty years have seen a quite predominating one of fruit. | ing eounties there have been built |?f Erower-owned cold storages. |tion in an enviable position in the

. | However | ove
a marked change in the type of This area has become known | many air cooled storages. Improve- ver, a large volume of the leyes of many buyers.

agriculture in the west gide of |quite extonsively as the Peach | M¢nts have been made but the —_— — - —————— e — - —
principles in the Kraft storage

Kent County bordering Ottawa nml}lhdgr section centering whmplhum 50 Vanmy 2o Ao s csed - -~ a— cromica .
exiending from Crand River in | Fruit Ridge and Ballards Corner anc¢ good. HENRY A. SCHAEF ER, PIONEER APPLE ORCHARD-
Walker township, to the middie of | road cross. I In this forty yeur period county | IST, PLANTED APPLE TREES ON HIS FARM 70
Tyrone Township Why is this a good fruit section? | roads have developed and with YEARS AGO AND SPRAYED THE TREES WITH
In this period the agriculture |For one thing the soil is quite uni- | '{:"':"'}::’: ("’f"'f"'""'r”"""'- 1;':’“-" l:'”'f“' BROOMS; SONS ARNOLD AND WILL HAVE
has changed from a grain, Aairy [form type, a clay loam, knowa 0| county, the g':.“f,: );,:x)l" ;gr'?n'nu';l)’ HELPED DEVELGP A BIG BUSINESS
and livestock farm enterprise to'the soll specialist as Isabella Tlay | motor truck, either by the farmer
e LI i e x T, Wi e e e e | Rimsel!, or the trucker who comes On the Henry A. Schaefer farm, 40

in 1o buy frui*. Along with this

acres of land on which Mr. Schaefer

T y » y mn T o ‘road development has brought the g ] i3 g .
NEW AND MODERN EQUIPMENT | industrial centers .f Mict fgan cloe- and his twin brother were born, were
HAS PULAYED AN IMPORTANT er to the Kent County fruit farm purchased oy their parents in 1854 upon

PART IN SUCCESSFUL ORCHARDING The Grand Rapids market is close thelr arrival in “Uncle Sam's” domain
for the Peach Ridge fruit man and
| he vses it. Incidentally, It was a|
. | greup of Kent County frult men |
. fv»hu brought pressure to bear on |

|

|

|

from Germany. The parents bought the
land fcr the "“huge"” price of 28 for
the 40 acres

city authorities to remodel and re- | Al the age of 18 years, the twins had
‘hu;ld the wholesale market in a strong desire to purchase 40 acres
Grand Raopids. near their parents’ place. This required

*,
-~

- o | an investment of $£2,200, Mr. Schaefer's
{

= | father sold some stock, gran, eto,, 10

l.l.\lf‘)&—'””“ [ the amount of $200. This constituted

1
]
'
H A village of 200 population the down payment. The two buys paid
{1 on the dividing line between the for this 40 in six yea:s, selling out for
li townships of Chester. in Otta $2,600 in 1883, and bought the
wa Connty and Sparta, in Kent
' of Grand Rapids and five miles
|} west of Sparta station, on the
Grand Rapids, Newaygo and
Lake Shore Rallroad, its shipp-
ing point. It is situated ‘n an
agricultural distriet., lisbon has
tnweekly mail

present  farm that was oc-

cupled by Mr. Schaefer for
$7.500. Eight years later they
had this farm ciear. He then
bought out his brother’s share,
In 1908 Mr. Schaefer again
bought 60 acres across from g
his home and In 1914 bought
- — 0 another 60 acres for his sons. In 1914 Mr. Schaefer retired,
PEACH
—_—

- turning
BETTY over his accumulated farm and orchard holdings to his sons, William
and Arnold,

Remove the crust from slices of |

| soft bread and pick in tiny bits g ——— R S ——————

1’l'rumh-»'. There should be 3 cups. | .

Adda e cup melted* butter (n'A d D I

| erumbs and toss with a fork ugtil moras r__ |sp ay

well blended, Hove ready 3 cups|

“ peeled and thinly sliced fresh |
| peaches. Put a layer in a buttered

}‘” e 1[:\1’1«[::\): dish, cover with a layer of

{;wu-'h-‘-, sprinkie with sugar and a

grating of orange or lemon peel, !
continue alternats layery undtil

crumbs and pefe are used. Cov

ter dish and bake one hour He
| move cover the wt % hour that
erum may brown richly HOTVe
with H LU weetor am
flavoring with nutmeyg
SR y oo
PUDDING
M and sift 2 cu astry T1

1

gpoon salt, With the tips of fingers

rub in 2 tablespoon butter, add

‘ x gradually " cup sich milk, mixing

It In with a knife. Pare and thin
(1) The homsodrawn rig uwsod in spraying ss far back as 1917 |ly slice 6 fresh peaches, arrange
Is shown In this picture which waa taken on the Henry Kraft | them in 8 buttered meion mould
farm. (2) The new and modern motor-equipped sprayer soom fol- |sprinkle with 2 tablespoons sugar

lowed. This scene was taken on the Kraft farm in 1839, (3) Another |Mixed with % teaspoon each salt|

: |and mace, Spread the soft dough |
1917 picture shows horse-drawn vehicles hauling apples to the Fag- |over peaches, adjust cover but-| Shown ubove are Mrs, Ella Heft <left) and Mes. Ohristine Johnson
} lishville station during the winter months. Drivers are Henry Kraft, |tered on the inside and steam 1% admiring one of the numerous displays of buked goods prepaced with
i 1 N .

Fhillp Schwarts, Goorge Umilor and George Kraft, | hours, Serve with foamy sauce, appr -n v d fenture,




