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Peach Ridge Fruit Growers Association 
Pioneer Orchardist 

of Kent County 
T h e f i rs t p e a c h o r c h a r d on the 

Cole* Able B l o o m e r f a r m nan six 
a c r e s set in 1877. In 1881 a l a rge 
Orchard w u f in i shed . In 1HG8 Gil-
b e r t Br I tes c a m e f r o m C a n a d a and 
bought t h e f a r m l a t e r ope ra l ed by 
ais g r a n d d a u g h t e r and h e r hus-
band, Mr. a n d Mr*. Avery Ebers . 
T h e f i rs t p e a c h o r c h a r d on th is 
p lace wan 26 ac re* set out In 1881. 
In 1888 he h a d a b u m p e r c rop of 
8,000 bushel*. P e o p l e c a m e f r o m 

Organized In 1928: Pioneer Fruit Growers p.enry
M

K',aft Eyet!ed 

Of The Peach Ridge District: Men Of Vision! r.'tcroseVant in"'! 4 

F R A N K P E A S E 
1IKNRY A S C H A E F E R C. E. 

H E N R Y K R A F T 
GII-SON E F I E L D 

DAN ARMOCK 

< i l l . B E R T B K T T K S 
The Inspiration Of Pioneers 

miles a r o u n d f o r peaches. At one 
l i m e t h e r e w e r e 100 r igs on the 
f a r m fo r peaches . In 1889 Char l e s 
Ha r r i son < H a r r y ) Be t tes bought 
pa r t of the f a r m of h . s f a t h e r and 
i a a very f e w y e a r s was ra is in* 
plums, pears , g rapes , cher r ies , pears 
and apples. 

INDIANS ONCE 
CONGREGATED ON' 

K L E N K FARM 

On t h e M a r t i n I., Klenk & Son 
f a r m Is t h e wonde r of tl«.*» a g e as 
f a r a.s the " R i d g e " U concerned . 
This land, kn- .wn by all a s the 
Spr ing Val ley F a r m , so-called 
a f t e r the sp r ing on t h e ; -omis«s 
used by t h e I n d i a n s long be fore 
the whi te m e n e v e r set foot on 
th is soil 

Mr. H a n n a . w h o or iginal ly 
owned t h e f a r m , h a d the spr ing 
pi|»ed wi th 8- fool w h i t e a.*h log* 
bored in t h e c e n t e r t o ac t as a 
pipe This w a t e r syste .n was 
usert unt i l s o m e y e a r s a f t e r . 
Gottlieb, g r a n d f u t h e r of the 
present owni-r, h a d It f u r n K h e d 
with r egu ln r p iping 

Since t h e n t h e well hax been 
w w • •p iped . Th i s 

well fu rn l shc* nn a d e q u a t e sup-
ply of w a t e r for s p r a y i n g and 
wa te r ing of s tock . t h e supply 
being unl imi ted 

Tha t Ind ians m a d e this spot 
about t h e well m u c h f r e q u e n t e d . 
U evidenced by t h e n u m e r o u s 
relr«-» of Indian l o r e and flint* 
tha t have h w n f o u n d fiorn tirne 
to t ime. 

By II . J . KCRT7.. Ed i to r 

T h e S e n t i n e l - l e a d e r t!.i»- *oek is 
re leased in t h e f o r m of a souven i r 
edi t ion. w h i c h romti .»mor«t^» t h e 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c h i e v e m e n t s of t h e 
P e a c h R idge f r u i t dis tr ict and Is 
especia l ly ded ica ted to t h e p ioneer 
o r c h a r d i s t s of t h a t a r ea , w h o pos-
sessed t h e fo res igh t and c o u r a g e to 
fol low a vision, which even tua l ly 
ca r r i ed t h e m f a r beyond t h e i r fond- j niay»-d' ' 'Vhese 
est e x p e c t a t i o n s In the cu l t iva t ion o f , . < | U a j f a i t h 

n e v e r been done before , it jus t 
cou ldn ' t be done ! 

W h e n H e n r y A. S c h a e f e r f i r s t be-
gan s p r a y i n g his app le t r e e s wi th a 
b r o o m a n d F r a n k lined his 
w a r e h o u s e wi th sawdus t . we a r e in-
cl ined t o believe t h a t the*, ' ad-
vanced Ideas w e r e r idiculed by 
t h o s e w h o viewed t h e i r nc t ions 
wi th cons iderab le suspicion. How-
ever . b r a v e souls a r e n e v e r di»-

ind o t h e r p ioneer s 
and cou rage , r on -

of p e a c h e s a n d apples. . 1 i n , | 0 < J o , e l r f o r w a r d m a r c h unt i l 
In g a t h e r i n g ma te r i a l conce rn ing t o d a y t h e a b u n d a n t c rop f r o m 

| t h e i r e f f o r t s it was not d i f f icul t t o h ighly ci^ltivated o r c h a r d s s t ands 
| visual ize t h e oturiaclen t h e y w e r e ' 
j obliged t o s u r m o u n t , for i h e y w e r e vision. 
I c a r r y i n g ou t n e w ideas in o rcha rd -
ing t h e n u n k n o w n by the i r ne igh-
bor* a n d f r i e n d s T h e r e must h a v e 

t o a g r i c u l t u r e . T h e y grade , pack 
a n d label the i r f a r m products , a n d 
w i th t h e aid of science and l e a r n i n g 
a r e es tab l i sh ing n--w f r o n t i e r s In 
t h e cu l t iva t ion of f ru i t , which to-
d a y d e m a n d s t h e best e f f o r t s of 
m e n of vision. 

T o t h e f ru i t g r o w e r s of t h e 
" R i d g e " and t h e Casnovia F r u i t 
Belt whose foresight and toil h a v e 
b r o u g h t abou t such a b a n n e r c r o p 
th is season, t h e S e n t i n e l - L e a d e r ex-
p re s ses Its g ra t i t ude . These g r o w -
ers d e s e r v e credi t f o r a id ing in t h e 

t h e 

been s o m e In those days, w h o 
t h o u g h t p e r h a p s because It had 

Fruit Growers 

Take Greot Pride 

In Their Homes 
In m a k i n g Ih r rounds of 

" P e a c h R i d g e " dis t r ic t , one is much 
impressed With the b e a u t i f u l mod-

j ernlxed houses a n d f a r m bui ldings 
] e v e r y w h e r e It goes to show th&t 
I as m u c h b e a u t y can be produced 
I In t h e r u r a l d is t r ic t* a s may lie 
> found on t h e bent resident ial ave-
nues and b o u l e v a r d s in t h e city. 

I Wi th t h e a d v e n t of r u r a l elect rl-
i f leat ion in t h e s e dis tr icts , every ng-
J r i cu l tu r l s t l o o k a d v a n t a g e of th i s . . 
j modern a n d labor -sav i r g o p p o r t u n - j e rg reen* . sh rubbe ry , et 

Hy and li is no u n u s u a l sight to a re sight o n e canno t for get 
e lec t r ic c!ove«. r e f r i g e t a l o r s . wanh- aUn h a v e beau t i fu l f lower 
Ing machine* , hot w a t e r h e a t e r s d o t t e d h e r e and there . 

p rospe r i t y of o u r county . T h e i r 
w n t u m » n ' of t h e | r u n d a u n t e d qua l i ty p r o d u c t , will sp read f a m e 
1 J and r e n o w n of th is distr ict t h r o u g h -

T h c sons of the,*. p ioneer s con- o u t t h e na t ion . An a b u n d a n t c r o p 
tinu- t o ca r ry on. comple te ly sold m e a n s secur i ty . It m e a n s - m p l o y -
on t h e idea of modern , e lect r ica l . ( men t a n d a livelihood for m a n y of 
a i r - cond i t ioned s t o r a g e , and r u r a l j o u r people. It m e a n s Increased 
e l ec t r i f i c a t i on in gene ra l a* an aid t r a d i n g faci l i t ies f o r us all 

and o t h e r devices in u v in t h e s e 
h o m e s a spiri t of desired progre&s 
•o evident a m o n g these f a r m peo-
ple 

E l ec t r i c i t y i , al»o in u*e m th* 
o ther bui ldings on t h e f a r m , elec-
t r i c p o w e r being utilized for ope r -
a t i n g m a c h i n e r y u»ed in t h e p r o t -
e s t of f a r m i n g of eve ry n a t u r e All 
bui lding* a t e well l ighted. wir«-d in 
t h e most modern method*. Th i s 
p a r t i c u l a r ad Mint age h a s been one 
of t h e g r e a t e s t aids in the h o m e 
w o r k of t h e f a rm. 

W e canno t fail u» m e n t i o n t h e 
b e a u t i f u l land»<*at>ed ya rds to In-
f o u n d a b o u t t h e houses. L a w n s a t e 
well kept a n d t h e d r i v e w a y s lead-
ing f r o m t h e h ighway* in to the 
f a i m h o m e yards , bordered by ev-

p rove a 
All ya rd* 

spots 

APPLE TREE. 78 
YEARS OLD. DE-

STROYED BY WIND 

T h e w e a t h e r and wind de-
s t royed probably one of t h e old-
est t r e e s In thU region a f ew 
y e a r s a g o This t r e e was p lan ted 
78 y e a r s ago on t h e C K. Gilson 
f a r m a n d mea»ured 2% feet In 
d i a m e t e r , and in Its last yea r h a d 
a good c rop of apples. Mr. G1I-
son, w h o Is one of t h e p ionee r s 
of t h e ' Kidge", says he well re-
m e m b e r * the folks t a lk ing ove r 
t h e r e su l t* and e f f e c t s of t h e 
Civil w a r 

Tn Tfenn- Kref» 17f» 

a r r e * of land on t h e " R i d e r . " At 
t h a t t ime t h e r e wa<? an a lmos t b a r -
r e n f a r m wi th but an old b a r n on 
t h e premise*. Mr. K r a f t seeing t h e 
cold s to rage p lan t s w e r e t a k i n g t h e 
p r o f i t t h e o r cha rd i s l s should h a v e 
e r e c t e d t h e f i rs t s tora- ' e p lant 'n 

| t h e " P e a c h R idge" In 1914. Frl<»i»ds 
j a n d buye r s w a r n e d h im tha t h e 

w a s moving a " w h i t e e l e p h a n t " 
( into his f a r m . H a v i n g fa i th in his 
t h o u g h t he brushed as ide all t h e 
l e e r s and nroved to himself a n d 
"douhtir .n T h o m a s e s " tha t h e h.id 

(so lved one of t h e o rcha rd i s t ' * vo r -
r les . 

In 19.13 he buill a second s t o r a g e 
p lan t , a dup l i ca te of t h e or ig ina l 
uni t . Orchard i s t s f o u n d t h e Kri>ft 
e x p e r i m e n t to be a p roven IUTCSH 
a n d soon o n e a f t e r a n o t h e r fol-
lowed sui t . S o m e of t h e " P e a c h 
R ldge r s " w r o t e t o t h e s t a t e col lege 
fo r a plan fo r s t o r a g e bu i ld ing a n d 
1 h e y w e r e r e f e r r e d t o a ne ighbor . 
Mr . K r a f t , for an ideal se t -up. And 
m a n y s to rage p lan t s a r e nnw do t -
t i ng t h e a r e a built a s f i r r t des igned 
a n d erec ted by Mr. K r a f t . 

Mr . K r a f t en joyed r e l a t i n g t h e 
d i f f i cu l t i es expe r i enced In t h e 
" h o r s e and b u g g y " arid ea r l y days 
in ge t t i ng t h e app les t o t h e n e a r -
est ra l l rond s t a t ion fo r sh ipp ing . 
Mr . K r a f t was not in t e re s t ed in 
see ing the horses "back on t i ;e 
f a r m . " He said t h e y migh t be all 
r i gh t for t h e kids, bu t w h e n it 
c o m e s to work on t h e f a r m t h e r e 
Is no th ing uke t h e t ra . - tor e n d In 
g e t t i n g o r c h a r d p r o d u c t s t o t h e 
m a r k e t s t h e r e Is no excuse fo r r e -
p lac ing t h e t ruck . 

W h e n his son. C e o r g e . was r e a d y 
to m a r r y his f a t h e r buil t a n o t h e r 
m o d e r n house on t h e f a r m , ju s t 
wes t of the old f ami ly h o m e a n d 
took his son into t h e o r c h a r d busi-
nes s wi th him and t h e place w a s 
k n o w n as H e n r y K r a f t A Son o r -
cha rds . Ten a c r e s a r e devoted to 
peaches and s ix ty ac re* a r e In ap-
p le o rchards . S o m e o t h e r f ru i tx a r e 
also raised on a m « c h s m a l l e r sca le 

o —-

Years Ago Apples 

Were Shipped From 

Gooding Corners 
O n e of the l a n d m a r k s of t h e dis-

I f r l c t , which wi ths tood t h e r a v a g e s 
of s t o r m and fire, la t h e g e n e r a l 
s t o r e building at Gooding Corner*. 

] a t o n e t ime a lively spot of var ied 
j bus iness enterpr ise*, w h e n the h a m -
I let of Lisbon, now a gho«t t o w n , 
w a s a l so a hust l ing l i t t le vi l lage 

In 1M9 J o h n M K r a f t bought 
' t h e genera l s to re at Gooding and 
fo r fo r ty year* hnd o p e r a t e d t h e 

i business , la ter t a k i n g his son. R o -
land. Into the business n- a p a r t n e r 

! S e v e r a l yea r s ago a d i sa s t rous f i r e 
j hit t h e cot t ier* and swept e v e r y -
j t h i n g in Its pa th , save . h e g e n e r a l 
I s to re , which today s t a n d s a lone a s 

a r e m i n d e r of bygone day>. 
I M r K r a f t for m a n y y e a r s had a 
. l a r g e w a r e h o u s e a t t h e Gooding 
. C o r n e r s and hand led m a n y t i ioua-
' a n d s of bushels of apples . 

» \ 
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TOP LEADERS OF THE PEACH RIDGE DISTRICT 

D I E T R I C H 
SCHAEFER 

WILSON 
K L E N K McKINNET 

Among paat and present leaders (and prof i tab le an -a Headquar ter* 
who have had a hand In directing 
the destiny of Peach Ridge Frui t 
district a r e the men shown above 
At the left is the late Otto Klenk. 
who had given year* toward the 
expan*ior. of this rapidly g row 'ng 

of the association a re at the neigh-
borhood gas stat ion on Frui t Ridgr 
Ave., a t the Intersection of Ten 
MUe Road, opera ted by Mr. Me-
Kinn« y, who still serves a* the sec-
re ta ry of the organization. 

FIRST EXTENSION MEETING TO DISCUSS 
USE OF ELECTRICITY IN AGRICULTURE 

WAS HELD AT BALLAIIDS CORNERS 
By K. K. Vininjf 

The pant fo r ty years have 
a marked change In the type of 
agr icul ture In the west wide of 
Kent County border ing Ot tawa and 
extending f rom Grand River In 
Walker township, to the middle of 
Tyrone Town-ship. 

In this period the agr icul ture 
has changed f rom a grain, dairy 
and livestock f o r m enterpr ise to 

a qui te predominat ing one of f ru i t . 
This a r e a has become known 

quite exO»nt,iv»'ly as ihe Peach 
Ridge Mectitjf) center ing where 
Frui t Ridge and Ballard* C o m e r 
road cross. 

Why Is this a g«x»d frui t section? j 
For one thing the soil is qui te unl- ! 
form lype. a c lay loam, known to 
the soil specialist as Isabella f j lay 

NEW AND MODERN EQI IPMKNT 
HAS PLAYED AN IMPORTANT 

PART IN SUCCESSFUL ORCHARDING 

Loam. Alone with this soil condi-
tion. topography la rolling giving 
good soil and air drainage. 

Apples and peaches do well on 
this land a long with grain and cul-
t ivated crops. Other a reas In Kent 
County h a v e peach histories. The 
wr i t e r can r emember as a young-
ster, of peaches coming f rom Rock-
ford -»nd f r o m Lowell but these 

a r e not peach sections any 
more. 

In t h e Peach Ridge section as in 
o ther f r u i t sections of this county 
the g rowers a re not only growing 
Just pear-he* but we find apples 
with the peaches and the apples 
planted a r e in variety of kinds. 

Kent Coun ty frui t men have al-
ways been pointed for the latest 
In spray and cultural practices to 
make the i r products the be*t. F ru i t 
meeting* a re always well aftend'-d. 
They pre a lways looking for the 
best pract ice to make the best 
product . 

Built Power line 

In the Peach Ridge section was 
held the f irst extension meet ing in 
Michigan to discuss the use of elec-
tr ici ty in agr icul ture . This was at 
t h - Bal lard Corner Church in 1929. 
Al«o in this neighborhood was the 
fir*? e f f o r t by a group of f a r m e r s 
to build a ru ra l powe r line | n co-
operat ion with the utility and to-
day wo d a r e say there isn't a home 
in th is a rea tha t Isn't served by 
electrici ty. 

F ru i t Ridge U always a favor i te 
drive In blossom time and in fact 
any t ime of the year and with the 
paving of this road will find in-
creased t ra f f ic . 

The f irst a i r cooled s torage In 
thi« section, and we believe In 
Michigan, wa* built en Henry 
Kraf t f a r m in Alpine township. 
Since then in Kent and neighbor-
ing count ies t he re have been built 
many a i r cooled storages. Improve-
ments have b«-en made but the 
principle* i n t he Kra f t s torage 
built 40 vears ago a re still used 
*n<" good. 

In th is fo r ty year period county 
roads have developed and with 
them t h e motor t ruck. Today very 
few ca r s of f ru i t move f rom Kent 
County, the greatest bulk going by 
motor t ruck, e i ther by the f a r m e r 
himself, o r the t rucke r who comes 
In to buy f r u l \ Along with this 
rood development has brought the 
industrial cen te r s v f Mk-Hgan dens-
er to the Kent County frui t f a rm . 

T h e Grand Rapid* market is close 
for t h e Peach Ridge f ru i t man and 
he use* It. Incidentally, It was a 
group of Kent County frui t men 
who brought pressure to bear on 
city au thor i t i es to r'-model and re-
build t h e wholesale marke t in 
Grand R..pi<lx. 

o 

Harvest Time Sales 
J o n a t h a n apple* never looked 

f iner . La rge in size, good color, 
delicious flavor and a reoord-
b reak ing crop. Shown above, a r e 
Orville Schwar tz Heft) and his 
f a the r , Phil S< hwar l r . about U> de-
liver a truck load of Jona thans to 
Grand Rapids. 

T h e Pe«r-h Ridge a rea boasts 
the world 's most concentrated area 
of g iower-owned cold s torages 
However , a large volume of the 

f ru i t produced In the a rea moves 
to mark«-t at picking t ime fr«wn 
f a r m s which do not hove cold 
s torage facilities. 

Buyers find it convenient a n d 
eff ic ient to deal with one a r ea be-
ginnlacc at harvest t ime and con-
t inuing through the ent i re app le 
deal whi< h ends In late June . Thla 
a r ea f ea tu r e has put (his f ru i t sec-
t ion in an enviable position in t h e 
eyes of many buyers. 

LISBON—1900 
A village of 200 population, 

on the dividing line between the 
townships of Chester, in Ot ta-
wa Connty and Spar ta , in Kent 
of G r a n d Rapids and five miles 
west of Spa r t a station, on the 
Grand Rapids. Newaygo and 
I^ake Shore Railroad. Its shipp-
ing point . I t i* situat'-d ,'n an 
agr icu l tu ra l district, l i sbon ha* 
t r iweekly mail . 

( I ) The horae-drawn rig used In spraying aa fax hack aa 1*17 
la shown Hi this picture which waa t aken on the Henry Km/1 
fa rm. <*> The new and modern m o t o r - q u i p p e d sprn>er soon fol-
lowed. This scene waa taken on tbe Kra f t f a r m In I t3* ( t ) Another 
l»17 picture show* horar -dmwn vehicles hauling appl*« to the Ra«-
Itehvill* station dur ing Ike winter months. Driver* a re Hea r ) Kraf t , 
Phil ip Hekwarta O M r p (IHIM and G—ega 

PEACH HETTY 
Remove the crust f rom slicci, of 

soft bread and pick in tiny bits 
<crumbs). The re should be 3 cups. 
Add '/» cup melted* bu t t e r to 
c rumbs and toss with a fork uijtil 
well blend<-d. Have ready 3 cups 
peeled and thinly sliced fr<-sh 
peaches. Pu t a layer in a but tered 
pudding dish, cover with a layer of 
peaches, spr inkle with sugar arid a 
gre t ing of o range or lemon pe«*l, 
cont inue a l t e rna te layer* until 
c rumbs and peaches a rc used. Cov-
er dish and bake one hour. Re-
move cover the last % hour that 
erumLs may brown richly. Serve 
with Hard Sauce or sweeten c i eam 
f lavoring with nu tmeg 

P U D D I N G 
Mix and sift 2 cups pas t ry flour, 

4 lounpoons baking powder. % tea-
spoon salt . Wi th the tips of fingers, 
rub in 2 tablespoons but ler , add 
gradual ly % cup ,-ieh milk, mixing 
It In with a knife. Pa r e and thin-
ly slice 6 f resh peaches, a r r a n g e 
them In a but tered meion mould, 
sprinkle with 2 tablespoons sugar 
mixed wi th % teaspoon each salt 
and mace. Spread the soft dough 
over peaches, adjust covar but-
tered on the nuude and steam 1 
hours. Serve with foamy sauce. 

HENRY A. SCHAEFER. PIONEER APPLE ORCHARD-
IST, PLANTED APPLE T R E E S ON HIS FARM 70 

YEARS AGO AND SPRAYED THE TREES WITH 
BROOMS; SONS ARNOLD AND WILL HAVE 

HELPED DEVELOP A BIG BUSINESS 

On the Henry A. Schaefer f a r m . 40 
acres of land on which Mr. S c h a e f e r 
a n d his twin brother were born, w e r e 
;>urr-hased by their parents in 1854 upon 
the i r arr ival in "Uncle Sam's" domain 
f rom Germany. The parents bought t h e 
land for the "huge" price of 5T>0 fo r 
t h e 40 acres 

At the age of 18 years, the twins had 
a s t rong desire to purchase 40 act en 
fi' ttr the i r parents ' place. This lequii ' -d 
an investment of $2,200. Mr. Schaefer '* 
f a t h e r sold some stock, grain, etc., t o 
the amount of $200. This const ituti-d 
t h e down payment . The two boys paid 
fo r this 40 in six yea>.\ selling out fo r 
$2,600 in 1883. ar.d bought the 
present fa rm, that was oc-
cupied by Mr. Schaefer . for 
$7,500. Eight years la ter they 
had this f a rm clear. He then 
bought out his brother ' s share. 

In 190S Mr. Schaefe r again 
bought 60 acre* across f rom / / / 
hi* home and In 1914 bought 
a n o t h e r 60 acre* for his sons. In 1014 Mr. Schae fe r retired, t u r n i n g 
over his accumulated f a rm and on-hard holdings to his *on*. Wil l iam 
and Arnold. 

A Smorasbord Display 

»e a re Mr*. » l a H e f t < left I and Mrs Christine Johnson 
of the MMnnrMH d.«pi»>s of linked goods prepared s i t k 

annual Kmorgmabord f ea tu r e . 


