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WOTZ STUDIOS PRESENTS YOUR 
CITIZENS OF TOMORROW. 
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The Toms, And The Vintons 

by Robert Tuffelmire 
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Dr. Alice (Kitty) Vinton 

Severa l communi t i e s 
sp rang up within fhe 
boundaries of Sparta and 
the sur rounding a r e a . 
Included among fhem 
was the Village of Englis-
ville. The village of Eng-
ville has been for years 
considered a par t of 
Sparta. If is located on a 
line between section wl ) 
Alpine, and section 36 
S o j f t a Township. The 
Village was named after 
Joseph S. English, one of 
the first settlers to come 
to the area in 1845. The 
Engl ishvi l le Cemete ry 
came in about 1847, the 
school in 1852, the post 
office on July 29, 1856; 
and by 1B81 the Village of 
Englishville had a gen-
eral store, post office, a 
large school house, a feed 
mill, a hotei, a railroad 
depot, a blacksmith shop, 
a shoe shop, a steam saw, 
lath and shingle mill, 
and a Baptist Church. 

There was a Rev. A.B. 
Toms who was born on 
March 2, 1800 in Benning-
ton, Vermont. He marri-
ed a lady named Mary 
Davenport in 1825 who 
was born on June 15, 1804 

in Hartford, Connecticut. 
They had sever, children 
all born in the state of 
New York. 

Rev A.B ' oms and his 
family came . o Michigan 
in the mid ;840s and they 
settled on section-1 in 
the Villago oi English-
ville. 

Their daughter. Electa, 
died in 1847 at. the age of 
four. She is >r.e of the first 
to be bur ied in the 
Englishville Cemetery. 

Their son, Edwin, was 
born in 1873 and married 
a lady named Johanna 
iAnn) Crowlev 

Johanna was born in 
Cork County -reland in 
1841. She aine to the 
United States with her 
family, and they settled 
in the Village of Sparta. 
Johanna had five broth-
e rs and two s i s t e r s ; 
William, Dave. Patrick, 
John, Jerry . Mary and 
Olive. 

Both of Johanna's par-
ents lived to be over 100.. 

Edwin and J o h a n n a 
bought their farm on 
section -13, Alpine Town-
ship. Their only child, a 

daughter Alice Genevieve 
( Kittv). was bom on this 
farm on May 10, 1861. 
Johanna was a midw re, 
and she helped to : p - r 
many of the oabie^ -
Alpine. Sparta area 

Alice Toms grew »n 
the farm she was bo ~: m, 
and vea r s laUv ;iie 

would tell her children 
the stories oi the i'-dians 
coming df • n the r^ad jy 
their farrr; to dc ti i! 
trading in Grand Kapids. 

R-'v. Toms died u.. 
Sept 3, 1880. Mrs. Man/ 
Davenport Torrxs died n 
March of 1882 Both 
buried the Englishv .e 
C e m e f e r . w'ff th?:.' 
daughte: rClecl . 

W- i i ; a m H e n ' / 
Maybee came lo live i>;; 
the Edwin-Johanna 
Toms farm when he was 
a young man. He helped 
them to build their house 
in 1870. He lived with the 
Vintons until he was 
killed by a train on F IJ^e 
Street in Grand Rapids in 
1898 when he was 56 years 
old. Edwin and Joharrse 
buried him in their faimif 

plot in the Alpine Ceme-
tery. 
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