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Richard, Ronnie_Tina & Gary, chiidren of Richard
Sellers

The Toms, And The Vintons
by Robert Tuffelmire
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Several communities
sprang up within the
boundaries of Sparta and
the surrounding area.
Included among f(hem
was the Viliage of Englis-
ville. The village of Eng-
ville has been for vears
considered a part of
Sparta. It is located on a
line between section -(1)
Alpme, and section 36
Srarta Township. The
Village was named after
Joseph S. English, one of
the first settlers to come
to the area in 1845. The
Englishville Cemetery
came in about 1847, the
schoo! in 1852, the post
office on July 29, 1856;
and by 1881 the Village of
Englishville had a gen-
eral store, post office, a
large school house, a feed
mill, a hotel, a railroad
depot, a blacksmith shop,
a shoe shop, a steamn saw,
lath and " shingle mill,
and a Baptist Church.

There was a Rev. A.B.
Toms who was borr on
March 2, 1800 in Benning-
ton, Vermont. He marri-
ed a lady named Mary
Davenport in 1825 who
was born on June 15, 1804
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Bradiey Kelly & Cralg, cnilaren of Mrs. James

mi‘.‘"ﬂi' AU
3 Lo L

-

S
.

e ‘f? A

1

in Hartford, Connecticut.
They had seven children
all born in the state of
New York.

Rev. A.B Toms. and his

family came (o Michigan
in the mid 1840s. and they
settled on section-1 in
the Village o1 English-
ville.

Their daughrer, Electa,
died in 1847 at the age of
four. She is one of the first
to be buried in the
Englishville Cemetery.

Their son, Edwin, was
born in 1873 and married
a lady named .ohanna
tAnn) Crowle

Johanna was born in
Cork County 'reiand in
1841. She came to the

. United States with her
family, and they settled
in the Village of Sparta.
Johanna had five broth-
ers and two sisters:
William, Dave, Patrick,
John, Jerry, Mary and
Olive.

Both of Johanna’s par-

ents lived to be over 100..

Edwin and Johanna
bought their farm on
section -13, Alpine Town-
ship. Their only child, a

Traci & Timmy, chiidren of Louls Eaton

Carolyne. child of Mra Mary Ann King

Johathan Stephen Ricardo Cario,Luca & Joseph,
children of Barbara Chavez :

Kimberty, Joseph & Terry. chiidren of Mrs Joseph
Frankeberger

Jett & JoAnna_ chiidren of Joan Johneon
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Chuck,chitd of Charles DeGraff
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daughter Alice Genevieve
(Kitty), was born on this
farm on May 10, 1861,
Johanna was a midw fe,
and she helped te =l er
many of the babies i1 ‘e
Alpine. Sparta area
Alice Toms grew up on
the farm she was born on,
and vears late ne
would tell her cnildren
the stories ot the indians
coming down the road by
their farm to dc Lo s
trading in Grand Rapids.
Rev. Toms died on
Sept. 3, 1880. Mrs. Marv
Davenport Toms died i1
March of 1822. Both ar:
buried in the Englishs

Cemeter.  with  thoeir
daupghter Klect
Wi illiam Henrv

Maybee came to live on
the Edwin-Johanna
Toms farm when he was
a young man. He helped
them to build their house
in 1870. He lived with the
Vintons until he was
killed by a train on Pridge
Street in Grand Rapids 1n
1898 when he was 56 years
old. Edwin and Johannz
buried him in their famuiy
plot in the Alpine Ceme-
tery.
Cont on page 24



