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The Grange - A vital influence for over a century 

Michigan State Grange Safe Driving Contest winners, left to right: 2nd 
place winner James Grant, Georgetown Grange No. 458, Ottawa Coun-
ty; 3rd place winners (a tie) Pegg Mudd, Studley Grange No. 1174 

Midland County and Roberta Keech, Courtland Grange No. 563, Kent 
County; 1st place winner Keith Norman, Courtland Grange No. 563. 

by Bertha Norman 

Courtland Columnist 

The 98th Annual Session of the 
Michigan State Grange is now 
history. It was held in Hil ls-
dale., Michigan October 19-23, 
1971 with regular sessions in the 
Hillsdale Methodist Church Aud-
i tor ium, committee sessions in 
the c lass rooms upsta i rs . The 
luncheons and banquets were held 
in the 4-H building on the Hil ls-
dale Fairgrounds. 

On Thursday evening the Fifth 
Degree was exemplified by Hills-
dale County Grangers . Friday 
evening the Sixth Degree was ex -
emplified by Uie State Off icers , 
including the Rose Drill by the 
State Youth Grange, All this in 
the gym of the Davis Intermed-
iate School. Candidates for the 
Sixth Degree from Courtland 
were Connie Case, Richard Flu-
ger , and Randy Longhurst. 

On April 15, 1973 the Michi-
Grange will be 100 years old. 
It is the outgrowth of the Nation-
al Grange of the Patrons of Hus-
bandry founded on December 4, 
1867. From the beginning it 
was more convenient to call it 
the Grange. 

It was in January 1800 that Ol-
iver Hudson Kelley, an employ-
ee of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture made a trip tlirough-
the South to see what could be 
done for the f a r m e r s during the 
Reconstruction period following 
the Civil War. Agriculture was 
bad both in the North and South, 
and there were no organizations 
to help the people. Also there 
were bit ter feelings on both s ides 
following the war . 

One day during his t r ip Mr . 
Kelley rode up to a plantation, 
and found his life threatened. The 
owners reported that Union 
sold iers had shot his fa ther , and 
no Northerner should set foot on 
his land. Then he noticed the Ma-
sonic pin Mr. Kelley wore on his 
coat and declared, " T h e r e stands 
my 'b ro ther . ' I cannot go back 
on a ' b r o t h e r ' . " This incident 
gave Mr . Kelley the idea of unit-
ing the f a r m e r s of the North and 
South into one big family through 
the bonds of f ra te rn i ty . 

Upon his re turn to Washington, 
Mr. Kelley presented his idea to 
two brother Masons, two min-
i s t e r s , a banker ,a landscape a r t -
i s t , and his niece, Miss Caroline 
Hall, This group, known as the 
founders of the Grange, and using 
their Masonic ritual knowledge, 
worked for over a year on a plan 
for an agricultural f ra tern i ty . It 
was Miss Hall who proposed that 
the f a r m e r ' s wife be included in 
the work of the Grange, and this 
made it a fa rm family f r a t e r n -
nity. 

Delegates to the 98th sess ion 
from Kent County were Lucille 
and Francis Alberts , Alpine 
Grange; Franklin and Doris Roth, 
Kinney Grange; Dale Case and 
Keith Norman, Courtland Grange. 

Kent County Youth on the Rose 
Drill team were Lila and Mary 
Swainston, Connie Case , Dale 
Case, Carl and Linda Brown, 
Randy Longhurst, and Keith Nor-
man. 

There were three en t r ies In 
the Talent Contest f rom Cour t -
land Grange: Connie Case ,p iano 
solo; Connie Case and Keith Nor-
man, vocal duet; and Connie Case , 
reading (skit). Connie won a 2nd 
place In Skits, 

In the Safe Driving Contest on 
Saturday morning there were six 
f inal is ts . The Hillsdale Co. Dep-
uty who gave the tes ts reported 
that he was woll pleased with 
the per formances of all six and 
found it hard to pick these 
winners: 3rd place (a tie) -
Roberta Keech, Kent County; 
Pegg Mudd, Midland County; 2nd 
place - J a m e s Grant , Ottawa 
County; 1st place - Keith Nor-
man, Kent County. 

Just before the Coronation Ball 
on Saturday evening the Grange 
Royalty for 1972 was crowned. 
State Grange Pr ince - J a m e s 
Grant , Ottawa County; State 
Grange P r inces s - Sharon C a r n -
c ros s , Hillsdale County; Boy Am-
bassador - Kevin Smith, Oceana 
County; Girl Ambassador - J a c -
quelln P a r i s , Mecosta County; 
Young Couple of the Year - Janet 
and Allen Seedorff, Calhoun 

County; National Youth Off icer , 
Mary Hazen, Calhoun County. 
All these people will attend Na-
tional Grange In Char les ton, W, 
Va. to compete for the National 
crowns. 

The Influence of the Grange 
appears many t imes In the l eg i s -
lative r ecords regarding ru r a l 
l ife. Among the Grange objec t -
ives have been good roads , pure 
food laws, r u r a l f r e e del ivery, 
child welfare laws, proper r egu-
lation of ra i l roads and public 
uti l i t ies, the Great Lakes and 
St. Lawrence Seaways, and a 
host of o the r s . 

The foundations of the Grange 

may be likened to the U.S. Con-
stitution In that the Grange has 
diligently followed Its founding 
pr inc ip les . Wherever agr icul ture 
Is fos tered that nation has p r o s -
pered and reached a high degree 
of perfect ion; but wherever neg-
lected, that nation has declined. 

The Grange has a s t rong r e l ig -
ious bas i s , even a s the Masons, 
but It Is non-sectar ian . In 
the ear ly days some c h u r c h e s ' 
did not allow thei r members to 
belong to the Grange because 
of Its s e c r e t work, and this Is 
t rue today. But neither the s e -
c re t work nor any of the p r in -
ciples of the Grange In ter fere 
with any religious bel iefs . There 

Is no discr iminat ion In the Grange 
as to r ace , color o r creed. 

The younger members of a 
family may belong to Junior 
Orange; for ages 14 to 21 there 
Is the Youth Grange; and Subor-
dinate (local), County, State and 
National membership s t a r t s with 
age 14. 

All Granges a r e numbered 
(Courtland #563) and the num-
bering sys tem In each s ta te 
s tar ted with the f i r s t Grange 
char te red . It Is Interesting to 
note that Kent County had 
four Granges organized and 
represented at the f i r s t sess ion 
In Kalamazoo In 1874: Pa r i s #19, 
Alto #113, Grattan #170, and 

Whltneyvllle #222. 
The Grange has served the 

f a r m e r s well during its f i r s t 
century of existence. Now with 
the changing t imes it is also 
changing. Today the Grange 
membership Is not limited to 
f a r m e r s , but Includes all who 
have agricultural and rural In-
t e res t s - teachers ^Agri-business 
people, and businessmen, union 
members , s tudents, many young 
people. The Grange feels that 
such a varied membership con-
tributes to a grea ter understand-
ing of the problems of agriculture 
and of rura l l i fe, and thus of 
this nation. 

n 

Maybe you think this is a picture of an ordinary snow-mobile. 
I t isn't. 

It 's the product of years of testing and driving by the folks who invented the sport 
of snowmobil ing. Bombardier L td, o f Quebec. 
They call i t the TNT, 

They also call i t the muscle machine. JUST RECEIVED 
123 SKI-D00S 

Be careful how you use it. 

Buy now while the price is right Before The Freeze is off 

Cedar Springs Tractor & Equipment 
N o . M a i n 6 9 6 - 0 1 0 0 Cedar Springs 
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Kentonian Put Your Classified Ad 
!• The New 

Kentonian SECTION 
of the Cedar Springs Clipper, Rockford 
Register, Pre-View and Sparta Sentinel 
Leader - 7300 circulation. 

FREE 
Advertise FREE Pay only wheo you seiiij Ipay Only If You Sell 

u A L L : 696-9010 (Cedar Springs) • 866-4424 (Rockford) • 887-9319 (Sparta) 

GAS INCINERATOR ANTIQUES 

ANTIQUES - MARBLE TOP Wal-
nut th ree d r a w e r ches t , beau t i -
fully ref inished $125. Af t e r 4 
p .m. 696-9125. 11-25 

GAS INCINERATOR - Brand new, 
never been used $75. Apar tment 
s i ze e l ec t r i c s tove $30. Call 
696-9593. 11-8 

LAWN MOWER 
AUTOMOBILES 

1967 CHEVROLET IMPALA -
2 door HT. No ru s t . New t i r e s . 
Automatic PS $895. Phone 361-
6175 a f t e r 5. 

11-22 

FOR SALE - 1963 CHRYSLER, 
4 door , all power , good condi-
tion, $300. Sand Lake 636-5550 
o r 696-1115. 11-15 

1964 CHEVY D STATION WAG-
on. Good body aiid good running 
condition $375. Phone 696-9559. 

11-22 

1966 FORD COUNTRY Sedan wa-
gon. 352 - 8 cyl. engine. Au-
tomatic t r a n s , 69,000 actual 
m i l e s . $350. EM 1-6375. 11-22 

1963 CORVAIR - 4 door . F a i r 
condition $100. 1960 Chevy 2 doo r . 
Good engine, t r ansmiss ion $50. 
Call 636-0813. 12-6 

CEMETERY LOT 

CEMETERY LOT - 4 GRAVES. 
Garden of the Apost les , Blythe-
field Memory Gardens , Grand 
Rapids. $500. Phone 696-0356. 

11-8 

CAMPER 

TENT CAMPER $110. Also a corn 
picker $25. Call 696-9275. 

1 2 - 6 

FOR SALE - 1968 LAYTON 
camper , hardtop. Includes s ink, 
s tove, and ice box. Sleeps 6. In 
excellent condition. $500. Call 
866-1836 anyt ime. 

12-6 

FURNITURE 

6 DINING ROOM CHAIRS, WAL-
nut f inish, French per iod , good 
condition, $37.50 . 361-5968. 

1 2 - 6 

MAN'S LOUNGE CHAIR-Brown., 
Excellent condition $35. Phone 
Grand Rapids 361-8984. 11-8 

FURNACE 

1 USED GAS FURNACE-SEARS. 
Automatic with the rmos ta t . 
75,000 btu. Used 1 yea r $75. 
Call 696-9119. 12-6 

1 REG. APPALOOSA stud colt , 
has white blanket . $125, a lso 
Pinto year l ing f i l ly, mature at 
50 to 52 inches . $55. EM 1-6375. 

11-22 

TORO POWER HANDLE SNOW 
blower, self propelled and lawn 
mower , $125. 866-2381. 

11-15 

MOBILE HOME 

12 X 36 Mobile Home. 3b e d r o o m . 
Used only 6 months. Like new. 
$3^00. Phone 8 8 7 - 9 4 6 6 . 

11-8 

MOTORCYCLES 

1970 HONDA 90 TRAIL BIKE 
$250. Phone 866-2173. 

MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 

NEW DRUM SET $125. Fender 
Guitar $160. New f la t top gui tar 
$40. Used Epiphone Amp. $65. 
Call 696-1967. 11-29 

PIANO - UPRIGHT. In good 
condition. $95. Phone 696-1559. 

11-29 

FOR SALE: Holtom Collegiate 
Trombone $20. Boy 's Bicycle 
$10. Phone 696-9226. 11-15 

CONN CORNET WITH BAUSCH 
mouthpiece, mute and l y r e . Good 
condition. $75. 696-9437. 11-8 

[ PLATFORMS 

1 STEEL AND 1 WOODEN P L A T -
f o r m . Both painted, to be used on 
boat t r a i l e r to haul snowmobi les . 
$8. each . Phone 696-9074. 11-15 

PUMP 

2 ROD PUMPS. One with rods 
and motor . $35. Phone 866-
0905. 11-8 

Out of the Paper? 

Out of /Hindi 
Be Sure They 

Remember • •. Use 
Newspaper Advertising 

SEWING MACHINE 

FOR SA 
ing Mai 
di t ion. 
ing but! 
0214. 

; - E lec t r i c Singer Sew-
iin€>in good^orkUlgcon-

y aJimchnleutyinclud-
h e t y $ » 5 k / a l l 866-

11-29 

OIL SPACE HEATER with fan, 
$40. Call 636-2626. 12-6 

SUNRAY GAS STOVE $25. R e -
f r i g e r a t o r $25. ME 6-4435. 

11-15 

TRAILER 

TRAILER - 2 wheel box, new t i r e s 
and new box, $75. 866-2381. 

11-15 

2 WHEEL TRAILER $25. 5-10 
week old b u r r o w s $15 each . 1 
Remington pump 5 shot 12 gauge 
gun 4110. Pipe cu t t e r s and 
t h r e a d e r s 3 /8 to 2 " pipe $90. 
636-5613. 11-22 

TRUCK 

4 FORD PICKUP WHEELS 15" 
5 bolt $8 each . Ford pickup r a d -
ia tor $15. Ford V-8 pickup motor 
$50. P a r t s for '55, '59, and 
'60 Buicks . All p a r t s in good 
condition. 931-5691. 11-29 

WANTED TO BUY 

WANTED TO BUY - Old cha i r 
in any condition that has sea t that 
can be caned. Willing to pay 
up to $5.00. Call GL 6-6741 a f t e r 

11-15 

MISC. ITEMS 

1 - WOODEN SILAGE WAGON 
$100. Phone 636-5613 11-8 

2 - 15" WHEELS AND TIRES 
$15. Phone 696-1137 a f t e r 6 p .m. 

12-6 

FOR SALE - USED BABY CRIB 
and m a t t r e s s . $10. Phone 866-
1419. 12-6 

Woodland Travel Center, Inc 
5190 P i a i n f i a i d A v « . N.E. 

Ph. 363-9030 

T r a v * l Trai lers * Ai rst ream 
* Corsair 

* L i f a t im* M o t o r Homo 
Gas Bottlos f i l iod 

Repa i r - Parts - Accossorios 

Your articles will be advertised at no charge in the 
K E N T O N I A N Section beginning August 30th and 
September 2nd. All listings must be exclusive with 
the K E N T O N I A N Section. Your advertisement can 
only be cancelled upon sale or after it has run for 
five weeks. All advertised items must be priced. 

NOTIFY: Kentonian Section 
c/o Cedar Springs Clipper 
90 North Main 
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319 

Immediately upon sale of item. 

RATES 
10% of advertised price up to $500 

2% of balance over $500 

EXAMPLE 
Advertised price - $85.00 
10% of $85.00 = $8.50 

Minimum commission $2.00 

CARS. MOTORCYCLES. BOATS 
(All vehicles) 

5% of first $500 = $25.00 
2% of balance 

Minimum commission $5.00 

Commission Basis Is On Advertised 
Price Only 

Our policy prohibits dealer listings in the KEN-
T O N I A N Section CLASSIFIED columns. Please 
notify us if you find a dealer advertisement. Deal-
er ads are welcomed as DISPLAY advertisements * 
in the K E N T O N I A N Section; call for rates. 

The K E N T O N I A N Section will not disclose your 
name and addre'ss. only your telephone number 
will be used. 

The fol lowing items can only be accepted 
for sale on a pre-paid basis; Clothing, real 
estate, help wanted, services offered. 

WITH THIS BEAUTIFUL GIFT IDEA! 

FOX PHOTO SILK-FINISH 

f 
COUPON 

•V >> 

8 

$ u 
>> 

** 

i 

Photo & Frame 
i* 

W I T H THIS for only 

C O U P O N 

from 
Negative, 
Slides, or 
Print 

Reg. 
$4.50 

ORDER N O W I 

Personalized Christmas Cards 
Start Christmas 
Layaways 

PPERT 
PHARMACIES, INC. 

43 So. Main 

Cedar Springs 

Open Daily 9 - 9 
Sun. 9:30 - 12:30 

M 6 - 9 0 4 0 


